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Sunday 7" March
Arrive WA

Monday 8" March
Visit Forpark in the morning

Vigt Reclam industries afternoon

Tuesday 9" March
Visit Playright Australia Pty Ltd

Visit City of Cockburn

Wednesday 10" March

Visited numerous suburban parks and playgrounds

Thursday 11" March
Visit City of Stirling

Vigit City of Melville

Friday 12" March

11.00am flight out of WA



Day 1 FORPARK
Monday 8" March, company representative: Darren Wyatt

Thefirst visit was to the Welshpool site of Forpark Australia.
The company are involved in the design and manufacture of playground equipment.

Forpark Australia seeks community involvement in new projects and input into the design of
new equipment. The company offer their expertise to assist with the development and
establishment of playgrounds.

The company initially made wooden items of play equipment but now the focus on metal
construction with only a small amount of wooden components in some items of equipment.
Moranti is the preferred timber used for wooden components because of its hardness and
longer life as opposed to pine products.

The company aso produce arange of street and park furniture including seats, benches,
tables, bins and bollards, bike racks, tree surrounds, signs and shelters,



Forpark Australia

Above: All metal bending / shaping is done by external contractors. Powder coating of metal
componentsis done at the Forpark site.

Above: A selection of components stored onsite at Forpark Australia. Plastic and fibreglass
components used in the play equipment are also manufactured and supplied by external
suppliers.



RECLAIM INDUSTRIES Monday 8" March, company representative: Chris Battel

Reclaim industries are involved in the production of recycled rubber products at their Bibra
lake plant. They are able to commercially recycle waste tyres by shredding the rubber and
reusing the rubber particles in the manufacture of a variety of market driven rubber products.

The company is capable of shredding around 460,000 car tyre equivalents each year since
they installed awhole tyre reduction plant at their site. The capacity of the plant can be
expanded further with additional processing modules.

Surfacing products consist of two layers, each with different functions to perform. The top
layer provides awear resistant, cushioned, aesthetically pleasing surface to the user and the
customer. Specific company logos or pre formed shapes (eg animals) can be embedded into
the top layer providing different design themes.

The base layer is designed for impact absorption and uses a different rubber compound to the
top layer.

The rubber crumb product can also be incorporated into asphalt paving on roadways



Reclaim industries

Above: Different grades and crumb sizes are the result of the breakdown process. Metal
extraction is by means of a magnet being passed over the product.

Above: Traffic stops manufactured on site at Reclaim industries. Pictured in the background
are the rubber mats produced as covers for concrete wickets.



Day 2 PLAYRIGHT AUSTRALIA

Tuesday 9™ March, company representative: Lynell Migas (Director)

River Gums Development

The rivergums estate is located in Baldivis a suburb of the City of Rockingham and is fronted
by the Kwinana freeway heading south of Perth. It islocated within ten minutes of WA’s
beaches.

The estate will feature a rivergum tree lined avenue, central lake and views to the distant hills.
It isalarge development comprising five hundred plus building blocks which will be
completed in stages.

It isinteresting to note that the playground has been installed prior to any construction
occurring. The play areawas seen as an attraction for young families wanting to build in the
area

The supply and installation costs have been met by the devel oper, in this case one hundred
thousand dollars, which does not, include the cost of landscaping around the play area.

The playground will eventually be maintained by council.



River Gums Development

The installation process with the lake pictured in the background. Some components of the
playground are concreted in while others like the gym pictured below are concrete free.

Sand is the preferred under surfacing used in thisregion, it is accessed locally. Thissand is
free draining and does not compact as a result of heavy wetting, nor does it pose problems
associated with dust inhalation.



Day 2 CITY OF COCKBURN

Population 74,000
Council representative Alan Conroy (Parks manager)

A variety of topics related to management of parks and play areas were discussed at the
meeting with Alan.

Cockburn council currently maintain one hundred and eighty three playgrounds with internal
audits conducted quarterly and have an external audit annually.

Maintenance staff conduct visual inspections fortnightly or in line with programmed
turnaround times for park maintenance

Generally the systems and processes are very similar to the methods employed by councils
locally though there are some exceptions to the way the work is carried out particularly the
use of contractors for what we would consider basic maintenance.

A magjor park within the municipality is Manning Park at Hamilton Hill.
This park is now home to a universal playground which is accessible and inclusive,
encouraging children with and without disabilities to play together.

The council’ s disability advisory committee initiated the playground whilst the Cockburn City
Council provided the hundred thousand dollar funding required for the project. A broad
consultation process was undertaken in the lead up to the playground being established.

The vision for the Manning Park universal playground isfor it to be an accessible, inclusive
playground where children of all abilities can play together.

Equipment is aimed at independent access and use, with only some elements requiring access
with limited support and assistance from others.

Children with mobility related disabilities can gain access and move around the play
equipment using ramps and transfer platforms while the firm rubber ground surface enables
wheelchairs and other aids to be brought right up to the equipment so play panels are easy to
reach.

A range of sensory experiences including tactile and visual stimulation has been provided to
enhance the enjoyment of play for all children, including children with sensory impairments
or intellectual disabilities.

The park was to be officially opened by Mayor Stephen Lee on Sunday 14™ March.



Manning Park, City of Cockburn

Wheelchair and disability access area

Adjoining sand based area for general play activity



Day 3 General tour of parksand reserves. City of Méelville

Dinosaur Park: This Park acts as a detention basin during periods of heavy rain. Thereisa
tank and drainage system under ground while the bubble pit is visible on the edge of the
playground. This type of development through the suburbs has turned what was potentialy a
waste area into a practical recreation area. Shade sails are to be erected over the play
equipment rather than tree planting which would have the potential to impact on the drainage

system.



Day 4 CITY OF STIRLING

Council Representative: Les Graney (Parks M anager)
Wayne Fallows (Technical officer parks, reserves, p/grounds)

The City of Stirling is approximately seventy square kilometresin size supporting a
population of one hundred and seventy eight thousand people.

The council maintains atotal workforce of six hundred staff, of this one hundred and twenty
one wages staff plus twenty one salaried staff makes up the parks and reserves workforce.

The council maintain approximately seven hundred parks and reserves spread over eleven
hundred hectares with three hundred and forty of these being playgrounds.

Items of interest:
The parks department operate on a budget of $11.4 million
Capital works budget of $3 million
Several years ago the council operated seventeen tree maintenance units, now al tree
maintenance including watering, planting, pruning are let to contract with a budget
allocation of $1.4 million to maintain fifty thousand street trees.
All broad acre spraying, fertilizer application, a percentage of broad acre mowing, turf
renovation and irrigation, bore development and installation works are performed by
contractors.
The city isdivided into three areas with three supervisors and serviced by eleven full
time mobile maintenance crews with irrigation officers checking and testing watering
systems.
Two staff employed full time for playground inspections and minor repairs, they have
aservice vehicle each and start work from home.
Major playground repairs and installations are completed by contractors or the
equipment supplier.
Thereisacentral irrigation monitoring system (cims). Approximately ninety percent
of irrigated areas are linked to two computer terminals in the administration building.
Council operate a state of the art production nursery that produces around forty
thousand plants per year. The operation is set up on vacant land at the council’ s golf
course.
The City of Stirling operates atwenty four hour aday, seven day a week security
patrol service. The service aimsto improve neighbourhood safety and security by
reducing the number of preventable crimes through it’s highly visible mobile patrols



City of Stirling

Dianella Regional Park

Stirling Civic Gardens



Day 4 City of Melville

Population 98,000
Council representative Richard Jessup (senior technical officer)

Piney lakes sensory play park:
The sensory playground is designed to provide a wide variety of physical and sensory

experiences for children and will be fully accessible for children with arange of disabilities.
Work on anew toilet block was expected to be completed by the end of March.



City of Melville

Heathcote Reserve: Consultants designed this park with anautical theme. The area has won
awards for playground design. The site was formerly an ingtitute for the mentally ill. The
spectacular location of the refurbished Heathcote site is home to the Heathcote Cultural centre
and Heathcote museum and gallery. The site is set among restored heritage buildings and
landscaped gardens which caters for a variety of functions including wedding ceremonies.

One stationed employee for general site maintenance and serviced by a mobile unit for
grounds maintenance.



City of Melville stats:

Industrial properties

284

Commercial properties

773

Area 53 square kilometres
River foreshore 18 kilometres
Senior citizens centres 3

Libraries 5

Maternal and child health centres 9

Preschools 23

Primary schools 26

Secondary schools 8

Special schools 3

University 1

Recr eation centres 5

Regional shopping centres 1

L ocal shopping centres 31

Parks and reserves 210

Total public open space 600 Hectar es
Total reticulated area 225 Hectares
Playing fields 22

Bushland 308 Hectar es

L ocal roads 463 Kilometres




Conclusion

The study tour has provided an insight into how local government authorities in other areas
manage their day to day activities.

There appears to be little difference in the systems and processes used to conduct general
mai ntenance operations although contractors do perform alarge percentage of the work.

Resource sharing between councils is common with some larger organizations performing
maintenance for smaller surrounding councils eg refuse collection.

The amount of development occurring throughout the suburbs is very substantial and the size
of some building estates considerable with the largest seen totalling around 600 blocks.

The devel opments appear throughout the municipalities south of Perth and are by no means
restricted to any one area. Following the housing devel opment comes the shopping
complexes, recreation centres, and schools.

The effort put in by local councilsto maintain their areais reflected by the neatness of streets
and streetscapes, parks and other council maintained facilities and communities as awhole.

| am pleased to have had the opportunity to undertake the study tour and highly recommend
that anyone considering an application do so, asit isaworthwhile learning experience.

| would like to take the opportunity to thank the following:

Tasmanian Association Municipal Supervisors, for making the award possible
William Adams Pty Ltd, for sponsoring the Lance Holmes awards

lan & Tresnar Street, lan isthe president of the Western Australian Municipal
supervisors Association. lan and hiswife made our stay in Western Australia very
enjoyable and provided invaluable assistance with organizing meetings with various

departments and individuals.

| would also like to thank the following organizations for setting aside the time to discuss
their relevant activities.

Forpark Australia
Reclaim Industries
Playright Australia
City of Cockburn
City of Melville

City of Stirling



