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Who is at risk from Who is at risk from 
bushfires?bushfires?

•• People living within a bush         People living within a bush         
or forest environmentor forest environment
•• People living on the urban People living on the urban 
fringe within 200 metres of an fringe within 200 metres of an 
area of busharea of bush



Ignition mechanisms  Ignition mechanisms  
••air borne embersair borne embers

•• direct flame direct flame 
contactcontact

•• radiant heatradiant heat



•• majority of houses lost are unoccupiedmajority of houses lost are unoccupied

••most surviving houses are protected most surviving houses are protected 
by peopleby people

••houses provide protection for peoplehouses provide protection for people



Bushfire deathsBushfire deaths

•• radiant heat biggest killerradiant heat biggest killer
•• buildings provide best protection buildings provide best protection 

from radiant heatfrom radiant heat
•• most people die escaping most people die escaping ……

-- in the open ...in the open ...
-- in cars ...in cars ...
-- in car crashes due to smoke,   in car crashes due to smoke,   

blocked roads or panicblocked roads or panic



Australian fire agencies advocate.Australian fire agencies advocate.....

where adequate fire protection where adequate fire protection 
measures have been taken, able measures have been taken, able 
bodied people should remain with bodied people should remain with 
their houses when threatened by their houses when threatened by 
bushfires.bushfires.



Some house loss facts

•• most houses are ignited by wind borne most houses are ignited by wind borne 
embersembers

•• many houses burn hours after the front many houses burn hours after the front 
has passedhas passed

•• houses do not spontaneously explodehouses do not spontaneously explode



Houses protect people Houses protect people 
&&

people protect houses people protect houses 



Preparation is essentialPreparation is essential
•• remove, modify or reduce fuelsremove, modify or reduce fuels
•• create defendable space around create defendable space around 

buildingsbuildings



Defendable space is Defendable space is 
vitalvital……

for the safety of residents for the safety of residents 
and and firefightersfirefighters









• Houses can be vulnerable to 
ember attack for hours before 
and after the arrival of the 
main fire front.

• Householders are encouraged  
to  maintain vigilance by 
patrolling around their 
properties to extinguish ember 
started fires.



Under extreme fire conditions many 
houses can face ember attack 
simultaneously.

Householder participation in 
dealing with ember started fires 
enables more effective use of fire 
service resources.



Road Closures
•• roads must be closed when unsaferoads must be closed when unsafe

•• roads may be closed to assist roads may be closed to assist 
firefighting effortfirefighting effort

•• people relocating should be aware people relocating should be aware 
they may be prevented from returning they may be prevented from returning 
by closed roadsby closed roads

•• roads should be reopened as           roads should be reopened as           
soon as safesoon as safe



Confusion reigns!Confusion reigns!

Residents and Residents and firefightersfirefighters need need 
accurate and current informationaccurate and current information



Current Fire and Weather SituationCurrent Fire and Weather Situation



Northern suburbs of Hobart 
24 January  2003





What fire information did you find useful?

Road closures
29%

Days TFB
19%

Smoke buildup
15%

Location
36%

Other
1%



Did the information assist in the preparation 
of your home?

OK
8%

Useful
26%

Great 
assistance

56%



No
3%

Not 
applicable

5%

Yes
92%

Did you stay with your home?



Our challenge is to empower
at-risk communities

through education
and communication



Why do people 
get on roofs?





Create a partnership between 
Fire Service and Community



Thank youThank you

Questions?Questions?


